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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Everything you wanted to know about finance (but were afraid to 
ask)By CustomerThe biggest flaw with this book is the title, which should read "The Complete Guide to Capital 
Markets for EVERYBODY."As a liberal arts guy who ended up in structured finance I've gone through my time in 
capital markets with huge gaps in my understanding of how everything ties together. This book has, in one fell swoop, 
cleared up every single question or doubt.The author has written this book very objectively and with enormous respect 
for the readers time. It's written with a birds eye view of finance but is still dense with information and replaces 5 other 
finance books I have sitting on my shelf.If you're making a career switch into finance you're expected to be self-taught. 
Save yourself the trouble of going to investopedia every minute and get this book.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Great Book!By CliffI really like this book. I had difficulty getting into it on the first reading. However, 
after reading an article in the WSJ about interest rate swaps, I jumped into ch. 8. I was immediately captivated and 
informed. Then, I jumped around a little bit, to ch. 10 on mortgages (who doesn't have a mortgage these days), and ch. 
4 on Markets and the Economy. I will probably read ch. 5 next on the Treasury Market. The only downside to this 
book is that it was written before the 2008 financial crisis. So, it does not deal with those issues.After this book, I will 
probably move on to Hull, John C., "Options, Futures, and other Derivatives." It's good to get the big picture, before 
diving into the technical detail.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A challenging readBy Connie PI had 
mixed feelings about this book. I liked the overview portions at the beginning of the book and the beginning of each 
chapter, typically to about a third of the chapter. They were simple to understand and well organized and very helpful. 
Somewhere about the middle to two-thirds of each chapter I typically got lost in the math/physics, in spite of the fact I 
have an undergrad degree in math. This would be a great book for a math or physics professional looking for a 
challenging job in the finance industry. I had no idea there were so many types of positions available, including PhD's.

The Complete Guide to Capital Markets for Quantitative Professionals is a comprehensive resource for readers with a 
background in science and technology who want to transfer their skills to the financial industry. It is written in a clear, 
conversational style and requires no prior knowledge of either finance or financial analytics. The book begins by 
discussing the operation of the financial industry and the business models of different types of Wall Street firms, as 
well as the job roles those with technical backgrounds can fill in those firms. Then it describes the mechanics of how 
these firms make money trading the main financial markets (focusing on fixed income, but also covering equity, 
options and derivatives markets), and highlights the ways in which quantitative professionals can participate in this 
money-making process. The second half focuses on the main areas of Wall Street technology and explains how 
financial models and systems are created, implemented, and used in real life. This is one of the few books that offers a 
review of relevant literature and Internet resources.


