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Nancy J. Altman : The Battle for Social Security: From FDR's Vision To Bush's Gamble  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Battle for Social Security: From FDR's 
Vision To Bush's Gamble: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Worried about Social Security?By J. ColbertRead this informative 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0096091LO


and entertaining book.Social Security has been under attack from a small minority ever since it was created [the 
OTHER folks Eisenhower warned about].It remains one of the best run and most popular government programs in 
American history.Get informed and get engaged, don't let an extreme minority win their 80+ years war on Social 
Security.I have bought several copies to pass around, and also read some more, including Robert Ball's also excellent 
"The Greenspan Commission: What Really Happened".0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I recommend 
to those who want a history lessonBy Wilbert J. MorellInformative and boring, but very factual. I did learn a lot of 
today's politicians are out of touch with the history and why social security should be expanded. It's not a tax, it is a 
government insurance commitment to the aged and disabled0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you 
are interested in knowing the beginning and the ...By Elnora IngramIf you are interested in knowing the beginning and 
the intentions that social security was created to address this is your book. It also will give you the knowledge needed 
to follow where it is headed now.

This book illuminates the politics and policy of the current struggle over Social Security in light of the program's 
compelling history and ingenious structure. After a brief introduction describing the dramatic response of the Social 
Security Administration to the 9/11 terrorist attack, the book recounts Social Securityacirc;??s lively history. Although 
President Bush has tried to convince Americans that Social Security is designed for the last century and unworkable 
for an aging population, readers will see that the President's assault is just another battle in a longstanding ideological 
war. Prescott Bush, the current Presidentacirc;??s grandfather, remarked of FDR, "The only man I truly hated lies 
buried in Hyde Park." The book traces the continuous thread leading from Prescott Bush and his contemporaries to 
George W. Bush and others who want to undo Social Security. The book concludes with policy recommendations 
which eliminate Social Security's deficit in a manner consistent with the program's philosophy and structure.

From BooklistAltman, a pension-rights advocate, traces the history of Social Security from its introduction in 1935, 
when President Franklin D. Roosevelt offered it as a safety net to protect not only the elderly but also children and 
disabled people. We learn that Roosevelt faced stiff opposition to his innovative concept, and ever since it has 
attracted controversy. The author claims that President George W. Bush has broken ranks with every president since 
Roosevelt, Republican and Democrat, in his current, high-profile effort to undo the program. She is highly critical of 
the Bush strategy, which she chronicles in detail. The author also offers a three-prong solution to Social Security's 
long-term projected shortfall--conversion of the residual estate tax to a dedicated Social Security tax, restoration of the 
maximum taxable wage base to 90 percent, and diversification in the trust fund portfolio to include stocks and bonds. 
This is a thoughtful, well-researched case against President Bush's efforts to reduce Social Security protection. Mary 
WhaleyCopyright copy; American Library Association. All rights reserved "[A] fine history hellip; the best single 
explanation for Bush's [defeat] hellip;Altman tells the story wonderfullyhellip;moves brisklyhellip;interesting story 
line." mdash;Robert G. Kaiser (The Washington Post, December 28, 2005) ldquo;hellip;a well-written political 
history, appealing to lay readers and policy analysts alike.rdquo; (Private Enterprise Research Center, March 
2007)From the Inside FlapIn the chaotic aftermath of September 11th, millions of Americans reached into their 
pockets to contribute to the Red Cross and other charitable organizations assisting victims' families. But the most 
immediate, sustained, and generous support came from Social Security. At the same time that Social Security was 
diligently finding and helping those families, President George W. Bush had the program in his crosshairs. Breaking 
rank with every president before him, President Bush is engaged in a high-profile campaign to undo America's most 
successful domestic program. The Battle for Social Security recounts the program's lively and dramatic history, and 
highlights the longstanding ideological battle embedded in today's debate. Nancy Altman draws on her in-depth 
knowledgemdash;gained from more than thirty years of work on Social Security and private pensionsmdash;to provide 
a clear and penetrating look at the individuals and events that have shaped the Social Security debate over the years. 
The book also traces the continuous thread of a "tiny splinter group," as President Eisenhower called opponents of the 
program, from Prescott Bush (the current president's grandfather) and his contemporaries to George W. Bush. 
President Franklin Roosevelt's vision for Social Security as a "sound and adequate protection against the vicissitudes 
of modern life," has transformed society from a world of poorhouses and elderly parents living with adult children to 
an era of financial independence in old age. History reveals that Social Security has survived prior assaults because it 
has always enjoyed the support of almost all Americans. Armed with the proper insight, Americans can win the 
current battle and ensure that this vital institution will continue to provide security to our children, grandchildren, and 
all future generations. President Bush talks about strengthening Social Security, but his plan would profoundly weaken 
the system and radically transform it. In The Battle for Social Security, Nancy Altman recommends an alternative that 
would eliminate Social Security's projected deficit in a manner consistent with the program's philosophy and structure. 


