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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Solid investment adviceBy Daniel DavidsonThe authors provide 
convincing arguments that should push readers to a world of less stress, less complexity and some satisfaction in 
knowing that the prescribed simplification results in portfolios that, while not designed to beat the market, will beat the 
large majority of other potential portfolios when costs are considered. Ultimately it provides a blueprint for avoiding 
the unnecessary and large cost of most financial industry products.There is a nice mix of proscriptive (e.g. don't do 
this) and prescriptive. It has good lessons, especially for someone new to investing. I don't recall any formulas or any 
significant math, just descriptions of the results of the math. This makes it easy to grasp. If there was one area where 
more could have been provided it would be how to allocate among the very simple instruments. Also, maybe an 
appendix showing how some of the results in the examples that were provided were calculated. For instance, there is 
an example showing the simple portfolio in action. Beth wants to guarantee some amount of cash flow and use the 
market for upside. But unfortunately the detailed how-to calculations are not included: "Either she or her advisor 
calculates that investing half her portfolio, 50%, in TIPS will secure that guarantee". I have not checked, but maybe 
detailed calculations exist on their website.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must read before 
starting your financial adventureBy CustomerIf you are thinking of using a professional financial adviser, take an hour 
or two to read this book. The authors do an excellent job of explaining how you should invest, and most importantly 
why working with an adviser could cost you large sums of money. If you want more information I recommend reading 
Unconventional Success by David Swensen, or The Smartest Investment Book You'll Ever Read by Dan Solin.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bill BVery clear and straight forward.

What if the most effective investment portfolio was also the easiest to manage and the least expensive? As the authors 
of this clear, practical, and enlightening bookmdash;part financial guide, part exposeacute;mdash;prove, there are just 
three simple rules you need to follow and only a few, very inexpensive investment products that are necessary for an 
ideal portfolio. The authors deftly bust investingrsquo;s mythsmdash;what they call investing's Seven Deadly 
Temptationsmdash;and dispense with all that complicated, confusing, and self-serving advice of the Wall Street 
wolves. By embracing commonsense solutions and rejecting investments that seem enticing but are overpriced, 
needlessly complex and risky, you'll put not only yourself in a stronger position, but the entire economy as well.

ldquo;This may be the clearest and most valuable guide yet written to successful investment. It immunizes you to the 
parasitic financial-services industry's offers that you canrsquo;t understand and it canrsquo;t fulfill. If you read only 
one investment guide in your life, make it this onemdash;elegantly boiled down to the essence of what makes sense 
and makes money.rdquo; mdash;Amory B. Lovins, Chief Scientist and Co-Founder Rocky Mountain Institute 
ldquo;Edesess has done it again. As the individual investor's best friend, he takes the whole financial advice industry 
to task.nbsp; What's the secret sauce?nbsp; Keep your strategies simple.rdquo; mdash;Vanessa Drucker, financial 
journalist, former Wall Street attorney and writer of popular business fiction ldquo;Put your skepticism aside.nbsp; 
Investing properly to achieve your financial goals can be accomplished by following the three simple rules contained 
in this book.rdquo; mdash;Bob Huebscher, CEO, Advisor Perspectives ldquo;This is the book that investors have 
needed for a long time. It empowers readers to take control of their financial lives and to tune out the propaganda from 
the investment industry. It becomes easy for investors to do the right things for themselves once they get rid of all the 
noise, and follow the "Simple" approach that the book recommends.rdquo; mdash;Joseph Tomlinson, actuary and 
financial planner "In the world of high finance and investment, in which the top .01% and the wannabes who work for 
them are out to make lots more money with your money, without giving a hoot about your interests, this is one of the 
few books that we non-experts on such matters can trust to get us started." mdash;Bill Domhoff, a professor emeritus 
of sociology at the University of California at Santa Cruz ldquo;This very practical book by four expert insiders cuts 
through all the nonsense and reduces successful investing to a few common-sense principles. It can help you and 
everybody else, except perhaps, the huge financial industry that generates lavish profits by misleading millions of 
investors.rdquo; mdash;Richard C. J. Somerville, Ph. D. Professor Emeritus and Research Professor at Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography at the University of California, San Diego nbsp;About the AuthorMichael Edesess is a 
founding partner and the chief investment officer of Fair Advisors LLC and author of The Big Investment LieKwok L. 
Tsui is chair professor at City University of Hong Kong and heads its Department of Systems Engineering and 
Engineering Management.Carol Fabbri is a managing partner at Fair Advisors LLC and coauthor of Personal 
Investing.A 27-year investment industry veteran, GEORGE PEACOCK is a principal at Compendium Financial 
Investment Advisory, the founder and manager of the Purchasing Power Portfolio, the author of the Yoga of Investing 
blog, and the managing editor, investments for the online financial site FrankInsight.com. He entered the financial 
advisory business as an associate at American Express Financial Services (now Ameriprise). He also worked at the 
Wallace Financial Group, a regional insurance, investment, retirement, and financial planning firm, and Mullin 
Consulting, advising Fortune 1000 companies on niche compensation benefits for their senior executives. He returned 
to advising high-net-worth individuals and families when he joined the D.C. office of US Trust, which was later 
purchased by Bank of America. Mr. Peacock left Bank of America when the firm, like the rest of the investment 



industry, began relying increasingly on mathematical models whose output depended on a myriad of unknowable 
assumptions. At Euclid, he immediately established the Purchasing Power Portfolio, a precursor to the Simplify Wall 
Street approach described in this book. Mr. Peacock is the president of the Georgetown University Alumni Association 
and is an ex-officio member of the Universityrsquo;s board of directors. He is also a member of the External Advisory 
Board of the Georgetown University Alumni and Student Federal Credit Union, the largest student-run credit union in 
the country, and The Georgetown Chimes, an all-male a capella singing group. A part-time stand-up comic, he lives in 
Bethesda, Maryland, with his four children, Duncan, June, Hayley, and Mackenzie. 


