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Kathryn Hume : Surviving Your Academic Job Hunt: Advice for Humanities Ph.D.s  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Surviving Your Academic Job Hunt: Advice 
for Humanities Ph.D.s: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Best. Period.By CustomerA sound, excellent book to help Ph.D. 
candidates in the humanities with the truly dismal academic job market. Hume is often to the point and realistic about 
the various obstacles that job seekers will have to face if they hope to obtain one of those coveted tenure track 
positions. The book includes chapters on application materials, interviews, negotiating a position, and even sections on 
surviving as an assistant professor and ultimately doing what you need to do to get tenure. An appendix includes 
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sample CVs, letters, and other application materials. Any Ph.D. in any of the fields of the humanities who is even 
somewhat serious about landing an academic job would be well advised to get a copy of this book now. Read it and 
reread it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wise MentorBy Happy CustomerSurviving the Academic 
Job Hunt is the best purchase I have made as I am preparing for the academic job search. It does not only provide 
information which one will need when one is about to go on the job market but it also gives one great advice on how 
to maneuver successfully through the politics within one's department. The book provided an answer to me of how to 
do this with dignity and without sabotaging myself. I wish someone pointed me to this book when I was starting grad 
school. One of the most important features of the book is the solid list of questions which one might get asked at an 
interview as well as possible questions one might want to ask.I hope there's a new edition of the book to reflect the 
current job market, and by saying this I do not mean to imply that the book is not useful as is. It's a very realistic guide 
for those interested in academic jobs but without an ivy league school next to their name. It also focuses on the 
humanities, so you do not get the irrelevant and unrealistic advice applicable for those in the sciences.It's a book which 
I can't recommend enough. If I could, I would give it six stars. I think it's unfair to give only five since I have to give 
one star to products I hate, and this book is one's greatest help during the job hunt ordeal. As I read the book, I felt that 
I had a trusted and wise mentor next to me.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable AssetBy 
NKFHume's book is an invaluable asset for anyone even considering going on the market. It covers every detail of the 
job search: application packets, interviews, campus visits, follow-ups, and negotiating. Moreover, it provides specific 
advice for landing a position at both research and teaching institutions. Particularly helpful are the lengthy lists of 
interview questions and the sample documents--which go well beyond the simple CV-and-Cover-Letter combination. 
Make reading this book the first step of your job search, and refer to it regularly as you work through the process.

nbsp;This book shows job hunters how to train themselves to succeed in the humanities job market. They can study 
examples of the documents and work up answers to the questions posed in phone, conference, and campus interviews. 
They will also learn about bargaining for items such as subsidies, databases, and start-up packages. The book can be 
used by department job officers to train students, or by job hunters training themselves. Minority job hunters will find 
questions and advice specific to their position. The material on academic economics and politics will help job hunters 
transform their mindset from student to faculty.

"This 'survival manual' should be required reading for every doctoral student in the humanities who intends to pursue 
an academic career. In a realistic rather than idealistic approach, Professor Hume offers under one cover candid 
information not only for ABD's about to enter the job market but also for assistant professors during their first years in 
a tenure-track appointment. Written in engaging prose, this volume is a road map for success that stretches from sage 
advice for conference and campus interviews to departmental politics. The appendix contains many model examples of 
letters of application and of documents that doctoral students must submit when applying for their first faculty 
position."--Edward V. Williams, Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State University"Deft, detailed, unerring, candid, upbeat, 
and filled with examples (including sample CVs and cover letters appropriate to various fields in the humanities, with 
variations for applying to schools that emphasize teaching and institutions emphasizing research), this is the best book 
of its kind that I've ever seen. It will be essential to job hunters all across the humanities. Those who own a copy and 
follow its counsel will enhance their employment prospects about tenfold. Those who don't will find themselves at a 
tremendous disadvantage. Highly recommended to graduate students, untenured junior faculty, and their mentors."--
David Cowart, Louise Fry Scudder Professor of Humanities, University of South Carolina 


