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John R. Talbott : Survival Investing: How to Prosper Amid Thieving Banks and Corrupt Governments  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Survival Investing: How to 
Prosper Amid Thieving Banks and Corrupt Governments: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Another Good Book by John R. TalbottBy George RubenI'm in my 
60s, have been a commercial banker and entrepreneur my entire working life, and have been a board member of both 
small and large non profit Trust Funds. What Mr. Talbott says on almost every subject rings very true. Trust Funds, in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00820TV64


my experience, are notorious for having layer after layer of financial "experts" tirelessly reporting to board members 
that their investing decisions are beating the "Benchmarks." Turns out that the benchmarks either never include gold or 
real assets or just a tiny fraction of them in the portfolios. The Board members usually are never appalled at the funds 
performance or are simply ignorant of stocks, bonds, and Treasuries priced in gold; the funds investment bankers get 
paid the big bucks keeping the game going by locking arms with their ignorant and/or corrupt peers. Thank you Mr. 
Talbott. Reader, do yourself a big favor and buy this book, whether you are first starting your career or are already 
retired. His book is well researched; it is easy to read; it is well written; it is as concise as possible to express his 
points. My only advice is when you invest in real assets, try to buy low by watching the charts of the various asset 
categories he recommends. Cheers.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. best kept secret on financial 
analyses and solutionsBy Phillip S. DixonI have read several books on the causes and solutions to the Wall Street and 
housing crashes, but none of them come anywhere close to the accuracy and readability of Talbott's analyses and 
conclusions. I am just a semi-retired investor trying to figure out what happened in the last decade and how to protect 
my family in the future, and he offers wonderful insights on both fronts. This, combined with the fact that he has been 
eerily accurate in his predictions since 1997 (dot com, Wall Street, real estate) make his books an absolute requirement 
for those who want to understand what happened and how to protect themselves. Unfortunately, I didn't discover him 
until recently, but, as he says, it's not too late. He offers realistic ideas on strategies open to average Americans like 
myself. I have recently subscribed to his one-on-one financial consulting service at [...] It is turning out to be a great 
resource (and a bargain). I hope more people will read his work. If his ideas are accurate, and I believe they are, they 
could help people avoid a repeat of this awful decade, and maybe even come out ahead.Good luck,Scott1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Essential Reading if You Have Even a Minimal Distrust of Banking and 
GovernmentBy Global ProfThis very radical book helped me to understand (a little bit, at least) what is happening 
with our country's finance. The author takes an alarmist approach, and really shakes you up. But since he accurately 
predicted the housing bubble bust, among other things, it seems wise to take him very seriously.Not having a 
background in economics or finance, I can't evaluate this book on a technical basis. However, I love the way the 
author writes, and the way he simplifies concepts using very common-sense language. Perhaps it's because he 
underscores the distrust I already had in our financial system, which he describes as utterly corrupt. But I certainly 
plan to follow his advice, namely to put investments into real assets rather than stocks or bonds or even money 
markets. While I hope that he's wrong about the inevitability of massive inflation, I remember the bad decades of 
runaway inflation all too well, and thus can easily imagine the frightening scenarios he describes.I wish some of my 
more finance-savvy friends would read this book, and tell me if I'm naive to believe it.

Most individuals and institutions hold the preponderance of their investments in common stocks, corporate bonds, 
mutual funds, index funds, muni bonds, money markets, bank CDs, and Treasury securities. But these conventional 
investments will not do well in a world dominated by corrupt, debt-laden governments and thieving bankers, brokers 
and middlemen. Finance guru John R. Talbott, prescient predictor of the financial crisis and the housing market crash, 
offers a new paradigm for the coming economic reality. He shows how the recent housing collapse and global 
economic crisis left governments of the world with enormous annual operating deficits at a time when the banking 
system continues to struggle with bad debts and requires additional government guarantees and bailouts. Add the fact 
that growth is constrained because the first wave of the baby boom is hitting 65 and consumers are still loaded with 
unsustainable levels of debt, and you have a recipe for an economic catastrophe. In this uncertain atmosphere, Talbott 
offers clear strategies on what you can do to protect your investments and your family. Among the global dynamics 
covered are: *the low-wage threat of China and India *the legitimacy of gold investing *the false security of 
diversification *the risks of sovereign debt . . . and why most economists are missing the boat.

ldquo;A nonconformist approach to finance and investing that should appeal to politically minded contrarians.rdquo; 
Kirkus sldquo;This slim but shrewd discussion of money and politics--and the deleterious effect the latter has on the 
former--is a provocative study of the dangers of impending runaway inflation.rdquo; Publishers Weeklyldquo;Finance 
is based on trust. But what do you do if you cannot trust financiers? Talbott, who has long been an acute observer of 
what's wrong with our financial system, proposes provocative answers.rdquo; Daron Acemoglu, Professor of 
Economics, MIT and co-author of Why Nations Failldquo;You need not embrace John's political bombast, but you 
ignore his financial prescriptions at your peril. For over a decade, he has made consistently prescient observations 
about future developments that were ignored by the vast majority of establishment analysts and pundits...until they 
happened. John is a brilliant unconventional thinker. His concept, introduced in this book, of measuring investment 
returns in terms of ounces of gold instead of units of paper currency could revolutionize investment practice much as 
Einstein's general relativity revolutionized cosmology.rdquo; Peter Fahey, Retired Partner, Goldman, Sachs 
Co.ldquo;In this highly readable, brutally honest, and genuine book, Talbott identifies the key problem our society and 
economic system face - corporations, especially banks, have way too much political power and cannot be trusted with 
investors' money as governments, regulators, and even academics betray their responsibilities to the public. Talbott 



calls it like he sees it.rdquo; Anat Admati, Professor of Finance and Economics, Stanford Graduate School of 
Businessldquo;John Talbott, a Wall Street insider, blows a deafening whistle in this no-holds-bar description of 
financial corruption and government malfeasance. His grave warnings about Wall Street and Pennsylvania Avenue 
come with strong advice about how to protect ourselves from the next terrible economic storm -- Uncle Sam's going 
broke. Survival Investing will put your hair on end, but also let you sleep at night. It's a must read.rdquo; Laurence 
Kotlikoff, Professor of Economics, Boston University and co-author of The Clash of GenerationsAbout the 
AuthorJohn R. Talbott is a former investment banker, economics guru, and bestselling author with global book sales 
approaching 200,000. He has established himself as a predictor of major economic events over the last two decades, 
including the dot.com technology stock collapse, the overheated national housing market, and the global mortgage 
crisis. Talbott has had articles published in The Wall Street Journal, the Financial Times, The Boston Globe, the San 
Francisco Chronicle, the International Herald Tribune, The New Republic, the Los Angeles Times, and Salon.com and 
is a regular contributor to The Huffington Post. He has appeared as a financial expert on television for CNN, CBS, Fox 
News, CNBC, Fox Business News, CSPAN, and MSNBC as well as on hundreds of radio programs. Talbott was 
previously a visiting scholar at UCLA's Anderson School of Management as well as a top Goldman Sachs investment 
banker. 


