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Trends and Integration Potential (Urban and Regional Planning and Development Series):

With the expansion of the European Union, the countries of Southeast Europe have finally been brought together
within one socio-political entity. The restructuring of these economies following globalization and neoliberalization
has meant that this region has become much more open to geopolitical shifts and trends.While the various countries
have all entered into the slow process of European integration, the historic fragmentation of this region has led to
various conflicts and contradictions in the restructuring and transition of national economies. This volume provides a
theoretical and comparative overview which examines the prospects for spatial cohesion in this region. With the need
to handle persisting problems and conflicts from the past while coping with new economic and political structures,
Southeast Europe provesto be a challenging yet fruitful testing ground for how best to overcome fragmentation and
establish along-term process of socia and economic integration.

"This volume offers an alternative perspective on South Eastern Europe by providing a wide-ranging and up-to-date
examination of the opportunities and achievements, as well as the challenges and difficulties, of transnational,
European projects for spatial planning and economic and political integration. It argues that it is these projects
ambition to afford a common vision and a shared road map, capable of leading in the direction of greater integration
and cohesion.'Mick Dunford, University of Sussex, UK'Grounded both theoretically and empirically, this book
highlights both the challenges and opportunities of developing acommon vision for the spatial development of
Southeastern Europe. It clearly links the specific challenges to the political and geomorphologic fragmentation of the
region, whilst providing useful insights on the various opportunities, particularly in the context of European
integration.'Hubert Heinelt, Darmstadt University of Technology, GermanyAbout the AuthorPanayiotis Getimisis
Professor of Urban and Regional Politics and Planning at the Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences,
Athens, Greece. Grigoris Kafkalas is Professor of Urban and Regional Planning at the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, Greece.



