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From Wiley-Blackwell : International Labor Standards: History, Theory, and Policy Options before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised International Labor Standards: History,
Theory, and Policy Options:

This book addresses the controversial call for international labor standards, seeking to productively further this debate
by considering the economic implications and history of these standards. A result of an initiative by Professor Kaushik


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000RMS06C

Basu in his capacity as member of the Expert Group of Development Issues (EGDI) sponsored by the Swedish Foreign
Ministry, the contributions are based on discussions at a seminar held in Stockholm in August 2001. Compiling the
best research in the field, this book provides a solid basis for policy decisions, while also serving as a challenging text
for students in trade, development, and labor economics.Analyzes the economic implications and history of
international labor standards. Productively furthers the debate about intervening with international 1abor
standardsStems from a seminar organized through the Expert Group on Development Issues (EGDI), sponsored by the
Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Isquo;Questions relating to international labour standards have been the subject of much controversy and research as
several unions and some rich-country governments have sought to advance them through sanctions while most poor-
country governments and some important and sizeable democratic unions in them have opposed this. Thisvolumeis
an important and timely contribution to this debate, providing scholarly and penetrating research to illuminate the
issues at stake. It isaclassic that must be studied by everyone engaged in this debate.rsquo; Jagdish Bhagwati,
Columbia University Isquo;lInternational Labor Standards is an extremely valuable and wide-ranging introduction to
current debates over labor standards. The book gives a detailed history of standards; a broad and even-handed view of
economic arguments for and against standards; and serious discussion of the problem of child labor. [It] concludes
with an intriguing analysis of the potential role of the World Trade Organization in helping to raise standards. In place
of the vitriole and rhetoric that the debate over standards all too often degenerates into, this volume is a serious
investigation of what we know and do not know in this area.rsquo; Richard Freeman, London School of Economics
Isquo; Thisimpressive book brings together some of the best research on the important and controversial topic of
international |abor standards. The contributions are illuminating and provocative, and they provide avaluable
scientific foundation for policy debates.rsquo; Kyle Bagwell, Columbia University Isquo;Questions relating to
international |abour standards have been the subject of much controversy and research as several unions and some rich-
country governments have sought to advance them through sanctions while most poor-country governments and some
important and sizeable democratic unions in them have opposed this. This volume is an important and timely
contribution to this debate, providing scholarly and penetrating research to illuminate the issues at stake. It isaclassic
that must be studied by everyone engaged in this debate.rsquo; Jagdish Bhagwati, Columbia University
Isquo;International Labor Standardsis an extremely valuable and wide-ranging introduction to current debates over
labor standards. The book gives a detailed history of standards; a broad and even-handed view of economic arguments
for and against standards; and serious discussion of the problem of child labor. [It] concludes with an intriguing
analysis of the potential role of the World Trade Organization in helping to raise standards. In place of the vitriole and
rhetoric that the debate over standards all too often degenerates into, this volume is a serious investigation of what we
know and do not know in this area.rsquo; Richard Freeman, London School of Economicslsquo; This impressive book
brings together some of the best research on the important and controversial topic of international labor standards. The
contributions are illuminating and provocative, and they provide a valuable scientific foundation for policy
debates.rsquo; Kyle Bagwell, Columbia UniversityFrom the Back CoverThis book addresses the controversial call for
international |abor standards, seeking to productively further this debate by considering the economic implications and
history of these standards. A result of an initiative by Professor Kaushik Basu in his capacity as member of the Expert
Group of Development Issues (EGDI) sponsored by the Swedish Foreign Ministry, the contributions are based on
discussions at a seminar held in Stockholm in August 2001. They focus on four central questions: How did the labor
standards movement evolve in the past, and what can we learn from its history? What do contemporary economic
theories tell us about the possible impact of international labor standards? What solid empirical evidence do
economists have about the incidence, causes and effects of child labor? What kind of global institutions do we have or
need in order to enforce any agreement on labor standards, and what role should the ILO and WTO play? Compiling
the best research in the field, this book provides a solid basis for policy decisions, while aso serving as a challenging
text for studentsin trade, development, and labor economics.



