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Dan Breznitz : Innovation and the State: Political Choice and Strategies for Growth in Israel, Taiwan, and 
Ireland  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Innovation 
and the State: Political Choice and Strategies for Growth in Israel, Taiwan, and Ireland: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Insightful account and theory on innovation trajectories in three 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0015N0CL8


emerging economiesBy Laurens CloeteUseful insight into how three countries followed different paths and attained 
different forms of success in their support of rapid innovation based industries. The book makes strong arguments for 
the need for state involvement to foster innovation but steers clear of simplistic developmental state ideas.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Innovation Policy for the 21st centuryBy I. KantThis is an excellent book! 
Fans of international business, technology, innovation, and/or economic development would do well to read it. And if 
you are interested in the IT industry, it should also be on your list.Basically, it's an extremely well-researched book 
about the development of highly successful IT industries in Ireland, Taiwan, and Israel. Breznitz spent some four years 
interviewing policymakers and innovators in these countries. This book reports what he found.With a chapter each on 
Ireland, Taiwan, and Israel, Breznitz discusses in depth their specific development strategies policies, how they came 
to be, and how well they succeeded in producing competitive IT firms.He shows that globalization is *not* driving all 
nations towards the same development models or innovation strategies. Instead, Breznitz shows that Ireland, Taiwan, 
and Israel each used very different policy approaches, and each with wildly different degrees of government 
intervention, to achieve competitiveness in the global IT sector.Another interesting point is Breznitz's concept of 
"fragmentation of production" (the breakup of the production process into different locations around the globe). This is 
a fairly big idea and he illustrates it well.

The 1990s brought surprising industrial development in emerging economies around the globe: firms in countries not 
previously known for their high-technology industries moved to the forefront in new Information Technologies (IT) by 
using different business models and carving out unique positions in the global IT production networks. In this book 
Dan Breznitz asks why economies of different countries develop in different ways, and his answer relies onnbsp;his 
exhaustive researchnbsp;into the comparative experiences of Israel, Taiwan, andnbsp;Irelandmdash;states that made 
different choices to nurture the growth of their IT industries.The role of the state in economic development has 
changed, Breznitz concludes, but it has by no means disappeared. He offers a new way of thinking about state-led 
rapid-innovation-based industrial development that takes into account the ways production and innovation are now 
conducted globally. And he offers specific guidelines to help states make advantageous decisions about research and 
development, relationships with foreign firms and investors, and other critical issues.

If states make choices, we must map out the dimensions on which those choices are made, and understand the trade-
offs that different choices entail. Innovation and the State sets itself this task and does it well. --Josh Whitford 
AJSBreznitz's study of the Israeli, Taiwanese, and Irish states' roles in pushing high tech are welcome reminders that 
the state still wields influence in economic development, and that a wide variety of responses is possible. --
GovernanceWinner The 2008 Don K. Price Award - best book in Science and Technology Politics given by the 
American Political Science Association Finalist - ForeWord Magazine 2007 Book of the Year Award (Political 
Science Category) --APSA and ForeWord MagazineAbout the AuthorDan Breznitz is an associate professor at the 
Sam Nunn School of International Affairs and the College of Management, and an associate professor by courtesy at 
the School of Public Policy at Georgia Institute of Technology. 


