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This book focuses on questions of identity that have confronted the countries of Central and Eastern Europe after the
collapse of the communist system that had previously provided them with an identity. This development both
facilitated and necessitated a reassessment of the now independent nationsrsquo; history, orientation, symbols and
identity. In some cases, new states were created without a clear national identity, while in others the nation was
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regaining statehood, but not always within borders that had an historical association with the nation concerned. The
multiethnic character of the space of the former Soviet Union and its erstwhile "satellites," and the long historical
legacy of complex relations, boundary changes, population migration, and economic and social changes presented
different challenges to the various nations and states concerned. The essays in this volume attempt to elucidate and
understand the issues of ethnic and national identity and their relationship to the emerging statehood in various regions
of the post-communist world.nbsp; This study makesnbsp;clear that some nation-states were far better prepared to
handle these issues than others, and that the longer-term impact of the communist experience has varied.nbsp;

nbsp; This book was previously published as a special issue of Nationalities Papers
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