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Steven M. Cahn : From Student to Scholar: A Candid Guide to Becoming a Professor  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Student to Scholar: A Candid Guide to 
Becoming a Professor: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Honest if unassuming exposeBy R. McguireThis book is a great 
overview of a topic that actively resists being categorized: becoming a 'scholar'. The author lays out a standard 
framework for thinking about the profession, and is honest at times to mention the actions necessary to get what need 
done. One paradox the author lays out is that concerning the emphases placed on research and teaching: tenure is 
granted on the basis of one's research first and foremost, with the expertise/proficiency of teaching playing a secondary 
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role in the decision. The author also points out loopholes that aspiring professors ought to avoid. Overall, I think its a 
simple--if simplistic--guide for those seeking a spot within the academy.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Lavern W.this is a good book with tips. Great advice!!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Candid, concise, if cynicalBy Ingrid J MartinCahn's observations of the world of academia and the traps that 
may befall the aspiring young scholar are practical and pointed. The author's wry humour filters through much of the 
text, although his cynicism may be a deterrent to some wishing to enter the profession. Depending on your point of 
view, you may disagree with much of his advice, and much is common sense, but there is enough information that 
may be overlooked by many to make the book worthwhile. The book is a quick and easy read.

Steven M. Cahn's advice on the professorial life covers an extensive range of critical issues: how to plan, complete, 
and defend a dissertation; how to navigate a job interview; how to improve teaching performance; how to prepare and 
publish research; how to develop a professional network; and how to garner support for tenure. He deals with such 
hurdles as a difficult dissertation advisor, problematic colleagues, and the pressures of the tenure clock. Whether you 
are beginning graduate study, hoping to secure an academic position, or striving to build a professorial career, Cahn's 
insights are invaluable to traversing the thickets of academia.

"A fabulous blueprint and guiding light for post-master's degree level students in the process of becoming scholars." -- 
J. Edward Sumerau, Metro Spirit 


