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Paulo Vizentini, Marianne Wiesebron : Free Trade for the Americas  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Free Trade for the Americas: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A gold nugget!By H. ClaessenThis book gives the reader excellent 
insight into the flawed nature of the proposed FTAA. I strongly recommend this book as Vizentini does a great job.

This book focuses on the proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas Agreement. This US initiative aims to replicate 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00DY3QU3G


the NAFTA Agreement (binding the USA, Canada and Mexico into a free trade area since 1994) across all 34 
countries of South and North America (except Cuba). This huge integrated continental market will be built around US-
defined notions of free trade and protection of foreign investment, but will exclude the free movement of labour. This 
volume explains the origins and ongoing process of the negotiations and explains why the US wants to expand its 
NAFTA model. It makes clear that investment protection, in addition to trade, is at the heart of the new agreement. 
And it examines in-depth the possible consequences for Mercosur, Brazil, and the regionlsquo;s many small 
economies. The book - the first comprehensive, in-depth study - should be of use to trade theorists, international 
economists, and all those interested in the mysterious ongoing FTAA process.

'A most useful handbook on FTAA, explaining the origins and progress of the negotiations, including multilateral 
discussions and those bilateral agreements already drafted.' British Bulletin of Publications 'A generally well argued 
and insightful assessment of the process of regional integration in the Western Hemisphere, the volume is quite 
prescient in its observations...In November 2003 negotiations ground to a halt, and an "FTAA-lite" formula was 
agreed, by which states would be required to accept trade commitments on a selective rather than a comprehensive 
basis. In order to understand why this route was taken and why no agreement on the FTAA has yet been reached the 
present volume provides a good introduction to the issues of concern.' Economic Issues 'Invaluable for teaching, and 
they should inspire additional research into the politics of regional integration.' Latin America Research About the 
AuthorPaulo Vizentini is at the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Brazil, and Marianne 
Wiesebron is at Leiden University. 


