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Cong Cao : China's Scientific Elite (Routledge Studies on China in Transition)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised China's Scientific Elite (Routledge Studies on China in 
Transition): 

China's Scientific Elite is a study of those scientists holding China's highest academic honour - membership of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. Having carried out extensive systematic data collection of CAS members Cao 
examines the social stratification system of the Chinese science community and the way in which politics and political 
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interference has effected the stratification. The book then goes on to compare the Chinese system to the stratification 
of the US scientific elite. The conclusions are fascinating, not least because one national elite resides in a democratic 
liberal social system, and the other in an authoritarian social system.

'Cao has conducted extensive interviews with CAS members and he also shows a strong grasp of the theory and 
practice of the sociology of science. He weaves an intricate tale, showing the many factors that go into the promotion 
processes for CAS scientists.' - The China JournalAbout the AuthorCong Cao is a Research Fellow in the East Asian 
Institute at the National University of Singapore. 


