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Willem Van Kemenade : China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Inc.: The Dynamics of a New Empire  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Inc.: The 
Dynamics of a New Empire: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Written on the eve of HK repatriationBy Phil LeeThe author is a 
Dutch journalist for a Dutch newspaper based in Asia for twentysomething years and his book was translated into 
English a year later. Over 5 years ago, he wrote with a provocative title; similar to vanWolferen, an author (0-394-
57796-5) who popularized the mgmt-speak: "Japan Inc," along with Business Week magazine, in the mid 1980s, when 
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megaconglomerates (keiretsu), such as Mitsubishi and Sumitomo, were conspiring to conquer the world again, this 
time economically instead of militarily after WW II plus 40 years. Then later Mark Clifford wrote (1-56324-386-5) of 
a similar business conspiracy being duplicated with the chaebols of "Korea Inc," such as Samsung and Hyundai, after 
the Korean conflict (1950) plus 40 years. I found that this author has written a profound analysis on a potentially 
unified China (PRC+HK+TW), and interprets recent history to show the reader how China could set a similar course 
since the Cultural Revolution (1975) plus 40 years. Although he is a westerner who knows the native language, he 
appears to give a more neutral, less biased portrait of the emerging giant.While not explicitly claimed by the author, 
his experience in reporting about China has started in the late 70s, first from Indonesia and then in the Chinas. This 
means that he observed the China ferment since the Cultural Revolution. So his writings must have included the Gang 
of 4 (79), the Four Modernizations (80s), Third Line Project (relo key defense industry away from the vulnerable E 
coast), and Deng's Reform and Opening (92). His book includes a 3-page bibliography, 18 pages of notes, and a 14-
page index for further study. From his vantage point, he could eavesdrop on the whispered goings-on in the CCP and 
Taiwanese governments in order to validate what is eventually released to the propaganda machines.Of the key areas 
in his book, Chap 3, over 30 pages are devoted in describing the westernization of Taiwan, yet he weaves in the 
overall strategy used by the PRC so that Taiwan will eventually return to the fold (p112). And in Chap 8, a 12-page 
analysis on why Taiwanese were allowed to create wholly owned factories in the Xiamen SEZ, directly across the 
Taiwan Straits in Fujian province, PRC. This book is great because it identifies the younger CCP lieutenants that one 
needs to watch as they gain experience and power. Furthermore in the 13-page Chap 13, he discusses why the greater 
HK / Canton / Shenzhen SEZ / Guangdong province area will be the first megalopolis that truly will embrace 
capitalism with Chinese characteristics. The industrial infrastructure is alive and well all united with the Cantonese 
dialect; the 5th ASEAN Tiger is ready to move. And finally in 15-page next to the last Chap 18, he explains the 
changes in politics, society, and culture that will take place during China's coming out period that will last through this 
decade. The author and translator have created an understandable read, one that has deciphered the seemingly 
conflicting news bytes that are in American press. One that makes it easier to see the forest and the trees, yet helping 
the reader understand the telltales so you can watch them bend as the wind blows.Just this year, I see that Wal-Mart is 
selling refrigerators made by Haier, which is direct from the emerging Chinese capitalists in the PRC. This is the first 
consumer harbinger with a PRC brand name. This breaks the tradition of OEM contract manufacturing, first of 
clothing, shoes, and toys, then upscale to TVs, VCRs, and stereo gear. Now China is superceding the OEM 
manufacture of high tech computer components which are in-magnanimously buried underneath the "Intel inside" 
sticker on PC cases, which have been made in the PRC all through the 90s. The "Made in China" sticker is being 
flagerantly and ubiquitously waved in front of the world.Undeniably since 2K, the march with "China Inc" has begun. 
After taking some lessons from history and reading van Kemanade's book, it becomes obvious in predicting the events 
to come. As aptly alluded to in David Sheff's new book (0-06-000599-8), the WTO gates have rang open a year ago 
(9/01); the modern Marco Polo shall be wise to heed the new adage, "Go east, young man, go east to China!"1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Great overview of the situation in greater ChinaBy A. W. DaleI picked this 
book up at ..., not really knowing what to expect. To my surprise, I ended up with a very detailed account of the 
economic and political situation in greater China (eastern continental Asia plus Japan, basically).To begin with, this 
book really shows how the economic situation dominates the politics and realities of China. The incomplete 
transformation to a market economy where it is now legal, and even encouraged, to strive for profit is discussed 
throughout the book at varying levels. Keep in mind that China is still Communist - competition and striving for 
profit/growth is only somewhat the antithesis of Marxist theory. Reversing Mao's egalitarianism in favor of Deng's 
"those who can, get rich and it will trickle down" is something that has led to corruption and lack of moral guidance 
for most Chinese.It also contains a good portrayal of the conflict between the gerontocracy and the younger (heh, 55-
65 being young) generation more inclined to quicker and more complete economic reform. The government's ever 
changing policy on Confucianism, for example, illustrates the current problem the Communists are having coming up 
with ideology for the changing situation. This is discussed especially near the end of the book (including some nice 
information about new folk heroes).The discussion on Communist theory displays some arguments that since China 
was never capitalist, they cannot proceed along the normal historical dialectic. I found this quite interesting. It seems 
the Chinese argue out of everything with paper-thin ideology, which is a recurring theme in this book - regarding 
relations with Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan, America, just about everyone (including internal criticism of government 
policy).An important topic also discussed in this book is the nature of the neonationalism present in Chinese today, as 
well the probable nature of China's Communism in the future. It is suggested that the Communism will evolve to 
where it is political repression that is the rule, but that out of necessity economic freedom will be increasingly 
common. This will create problems for the Communist system, even as it attempts to reform itself. The translation is 
well done, and the statistics are also handled well.Oh, and for those who have been complaining about the second half 
of the book dealing with China's economic zones - I really found that part of the book to be the most informative. I 
assume most of us had very little knowledge of the northeast/xinjiang compared with our knowledge of Taiwan or 
Hong Kong. There was a good portrayal of Chinese racial relations with the Islamic portion to the west, and in the east 



with the Russians and Koreans. It was also interesting to learn more about the slow-motion invasion of the Siberia by 
the Chinese. This involves mass migration and illegal immigration, basically taking over towns that used to be Russian 
and turning the Russians into the lesser beings (as opposed to the imperialist notions circa old Shanghai), i.e. the 
mistreated waitresses and desperate barterers traveling to escape the economic problems in Russia itself. I would 
recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the subject matter and the will to learn a great deal about internal 
politics and conflict, as well as the economics signified by the "Inc." in the title.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. The first half is excellent, but the second half is notBy A CustomerOverall this is a good book, but it's 
big, chock full of facts and statistics. It helps to have some background knowledge of many of the figures involved. 
Still, most of the book is well written (or translated), so that the recitation of facts and statistics don't impede your 
reading at all.In the first half of the book, Kemenade covers not just China, but China's relations with Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, and how those two `tigers' have dealt with the biggest power in the East. He certainly brings out the 
intractability and the inflexibility of the China's ruling elite on the matter of Taiwan's independence. And they show a 
shocking lack of sensitivity in order to save face - in the Qiandao incident, where close to 50 Taiwanese tourists were 
murdered, the mainland Chinese authorities were inhumanly hostile to the bereaved relatives, and refused to accept 
any responsibility at all. Actions like those that will do nothing to make the mainland endearing to the Taiwanese.But 
it is also clear that the mainland authorities are capable of great patience and subtlety in their aim of achieving 
reunification with Taiwan. For instance, Kemenade illustrates how China has been encouraging Taiwanese businesses 
to invest heavily in the mainland over the past years so as to increase Taiwan's independence on the mainland. And he 
goes further, showing how ambivalent the Taiwanese are about business investment in China, and the measures 
politicians have taken to stem the flow of money to the mainland.Kemenade deals neatly with the simmering 
regional/central issues on the mainland itself. He discusses in a fair amount of detail how the massive economic 
growth of "special economic zones" is creating centrifugal pressures on China's traditional unitary state. China may be 
politically centralised, but it is economically becoming a federation. He points out how in the area of tax collection, 
the local authorities are strong and central authorities weak; and the extent to which the local authorities - particularly 
in the rich provinces - are resisting tax collection by the central government.Unfortunately, the second half of 
Kemenade's book is much less convincing or even interesting to read. This is very unfortunate.Kemenade covers the 
economics of the Northeast of China, an area rarely discussed by modern commentators. He discusses mainly the 
investment of the other Asian economies, like Japan and South Korea, into the Northeast, often thought of as an 
industrial wasteland. The problem for me here was that the earlier chapters on Hong Kong and Taiwan were so 
compelling and comprehensive that this later chapter about the Northeast of China paled by comparison.Kemenade has 
little to say about Russia-China relations. I got the impression that Kemenade was saying that the Chinese do not feel 
as threatened by the Russians as the Russians do by the Chinese. This would seem to be a result of the economic and 
political confidence of the Chinese. This is plausible. Unfortunately, his evidence for this point was very weak.Given 
Kemenade's generally full coverage of China's domestic problems, his discussion of the Tiananmen Square massacre 
is surprisingly superficial. Although he gives you some of the political intrigue behind the scenes - and it is Li Peng 
who emerges as the real villain - he doesn't discuss in any depth the events leading up to the massacre. That's a bit 
disappointing.There has been some criticism that Kemenade only deals with the `how' and not the `why' of mainland 
China's policies, but this seems superficial. The approach Kemenade takes is to show us by illustration, rather than 
spoon-feed us. His book requires you to make up your own mind. On the other hand, there is some truth in the 
criticism, particularly in the second half of the book, and I would have liked to have seen a little more focussed 
discussion.

On the eve of June 30, Hong Kong was officially passed back to China. This event will mark what Willem van 
Kemenade sees as the start of an increasingly problematic -- and even dangerous -- reintegration of the old Chinese 
empire into a new world superpower. Since the early 1980s, investment money has been pouring into China from 
Hong Kong and trade has escalated at a rocket's pace. A few years later, the same pattern began between China and 
Taiwan. The combination of Hong Kong/Taiwan management, financial and export know-how with China's 
inexhaustible pool of cheap labor and land has enabled China in one decade to leap from an impoverished 
revolutionary state to a major international trading power. This economic boom, in conjunction with the violation of 
intellectual property rights, systematic tax fraud, and the corruption of the police force, has helped shape the "socialist 
market economy," China's third way -- and a new mix of old-fashioned Soviet Communism and East Asian 
capitalism.The formal addition of Hong Kong will add to this mixture the democratic structures set in place by the 
British. And, as China moves to reclaim Taiwan (the process has already begun), it will be incorporating a rival 
Chinese sub-nation with a fully election-based political system and a powerful independence movement. Can such a 
reunified China resist the "spiritual pollution" of democratic values, human rights, and political freedom? Will it 
become the first depoliticized "corporatist superpower"? What are the prospects that reunification will be 
peaceful?Van Kemenade's portrait of the true internal power structures of the three Chinas provides our clearest look 
yet at the fastest-rising new empire in the world today.From the Trade Paperback edition.



.com With Hong Kong's reversion to Chinese rule, a new style of leadership under party chief and president Jiang 
Zemin, and unrivaled economic growth, China is more unpredictable than ever. In an era in which communist regimes 
are crumbling worldwide, China not only survives but prospers, contradicting the West's maxim that open markets 
inevitably lead to open societies. Given all the unknowns that surround China's future, Willem van Kemenade's China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Inc. seems a brave undertaking. Van Kemenade, a Dutch journalist specializing in Asian affairs, 
presents a well-documented account of the economic powerhouse forming around the combined might of the Chinese 
mainland (including Macao and Hong Kong) and Taiwan. Though he gives no easy answers, van Kemenade poses a 
lot of interesting questions, providing in the process a fascinating portrait of a nation replete with contradictions: 
though the central government has maintained an iron grip on Chinese politics, Chinese-style capitalism has garnered 
greater economic freedom from Beijing in many parts of the country. How this new independence might affect other 
areas such as the military is anybody's guess, although van Kemenade provides some compelling scenarios of ways in 
which such a situation might play out. China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Inc. is a provocative look at China on the threshold 
of the 21st century.From Library JournalIn this updated and expanded version of its Dutch precursor (published in 
Amsterdam in 1996), Van Kemenade, a Beijing-based Dutch journalist, presents a comprehensive and detailed 
anatomy of three East Asian political/economic systems: China, which shifted from class struggle to economic 
development and repressive stability; Hong Kong, which will become a special administrative region (SAR) of China 
this month after 99 years of British colonial rule; and Taiwan, which was transformed from a one-party dictatorship to 
a multiparty democracy. To keep Hong Kong and Taiwan in the "Greater China Straitjacket," observes the author, 
Beijing sticks aggressively to the 1984 formula "one country?two systems," i.e., one China with socialism and laissez-
faire capitalism. Van Kemenade devotes the latter part of his book to the discussion of China's special economic zones, 
opened to attract high-tech investments from the West. This deeply researched book will appeal to the East Asia 
collection of academic libraries.?Steven Lin, Dallas P.L.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistUnlike the reunification of Germany or the breakup of the Soviet Union, the reversion of Hong Kong to China 
taking place this month has long been scheduled and widely anticipated. Governments, political parties, companies, 
and individuals have been able to prepare for the sweeping changes that will take place. At the same time, however, 
political experts disagree on what the effects of those changes will be. Will Hong Kong's thriving capitalism or the 
People's Republic's vestigial Communist system predominate? And with Hong Kong now in its fold, how will China 
deal with Taiwan? Veteran sinologist Kemenade's expert analysis will benefit anyone looking for answers. He notes 
that China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan are already economically intertwined, with Taiwanese companies heavily 
invested in mainland industry. Kemenade also contrasts the three governments and traces the history of political and 
economic reforms. For 25 years he has reported on China for the Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad. This book is an 
updated translation of the Dutch version published in 1996. David Rouse 


