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Peggy Taylor, Charlie Murphy : Catch the Fire: An Art-full Guide to Unleashing the Creative Power of Youth, 
Adults and Communities  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Catch the Fire: An Art-full Guide to Unleashing the Creative Power of Youth, Adults and Communities: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A go-to book for all facilitators.By Nilah MCatch the Fire is a 
complete book for all Facilitators! It encompasses the entire gamut of arts, right from theater, to poetry right through 
to the visual arts. Whether you are a beginner in Arts based Facilitation or have been involved with the arts for years, 
this book has tons to offer. With crystal clear instructions to over 100 activities, this book also offers generous doses of 
inspiring stories and an insight into the process of how the arts create a transformative space. Easy to follow, effective 
and handy, is the perfect one if you are looking to increase your impact.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Re-enchanting the WorldBy katharinekIt's a brilliant book which first presents an argument for why it is 
important to unleash our creative power individually but especially collectively and then in a very systematic way sets 
out a plan for doing so with groups of any size and any given set of demographics. It is so well written that I was led to 
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believe that I too could undertake to facilitate groups in this manner. But upon further consideration, I realized that the 
expertise and knowledge the authors bring to the process make it "seem" easy when in fact it is subtle, deep, and very 
finely nuanced. The process needs to be learned and practiced. That aside, there are a number of small steps that 
anyone could take to improve a group's creative ability. I did one yesterday having a group make name tags for 
themselves with color markers and include on it the answer to "What is your connection to the arts?" It is a fascinating 
book. I highly recommend it.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A true gem that becomes invaluable 
referenceBy Manuel MaqThe art of gathering is one of the most neglected parts of our culture. So this excellent book 
feels like the long awaited, nourishing rain falling on parched soil.We spend a significant part of our lives working and 
yet dedicate minimal time to think, improve and bring creativity into the way we do work. And sadly the same 
happens with gatherings. Since ancient times humans gather around learning, problem solving, enjoyment, discussion, 
work, food.. We spend a significant part of our lives in all kinds of meetings, classes, workshops, meetups, festivals, 
reunions, .. And yet how rare, but how transformative, is to experience the magic of creativity, inspiration, healing and 
growth in a gathering.This book is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to unleash the power of the arts to 
facilitate any gathering, of youth or adults, and turn a group of individuals into a fiercely engaged community of 
creators and world changers.

Community, youth, nonprofit, education, entrepreneurial, and religious organizations all have exciting ambitions, but 
they often lack the creative skills to impact people on a deeper level. Catch the Fire is a complete guide to using arts 
and empowerment techniques to bring greater vitality and depth to working with groups of youth or adults. Based on 
the premise that you don't have to be a professional artist to use the arts in your work, this unique book invites group 
leaders into the realm of creativity-based facilitation, regardless of previous experience.Including over one hundred 
stimulating activities incorporating storytelling, theater, writing, visual arts, music, and movement, this detailed guide 
uses the Creative Community Model to:Bridge gaps and unite people across generations and culturesBuild vibrant, 
creative learning communities with youth and/or adultsFully engage participants and volunteersDevelop social and 
emotional intelligenceTake a deeper, more meaningful approach to learningDrawing on nearly two decades of 
experience providing transformative programs to empower youth and adults across North America and around the 
world, Catch the Fire is a powerful and valuable resource and a much-needed reminder that art is for everyone!Peggy 
Taylor and Charlie Murphy are co-founders of PYE Global: Partners for Youth Empowerment and developers of the 
Creative Community Model, a process for building creative, heart-centered learning communities with youth and 
adults from diverse cultures and socio-economic backgrounds. Peggy is co-author of Chop Wood, Carry Water: A 
Guide to Finding Spiritual Fulfillment in Everyday Life which sold over 250,000 copies worldwide.

We need to do a better job of engaging future generations. Catch the Fire gives us hope for a future where young 
people and all of us are better able to access our humanity and creatively respond to the challenges we face. I 
encourage anyone who seeks to work across generations to build a more compassionate and empowered world to read 
this book. ---Bishop Desmond Tutu, South African social rights activist and retired Anglican bishopThe arts are the 
languages of the soul that express and define the best and worst of what we are and could be. They are also powerful 
tools for change. Catch the Fire is full of living examples of how the arts enable us to connect deeply with our own 
humanity across generations and cultures, while providing us practical tools that can transform us, our communities, 
and the world around us. (PYE power!) --- Peter Gabriel, musician Catch the Fire is contagious, hot, transformative. If 
you want to ignite creativity, cooperation and collaboration, if you are engineering world change, this is your 
guidebook.---Marika Partridge, Radio Producer, former Director of NPR's ldquo;All Things Consideredrdquo;PYE has 
impacted the lives of hundreds of vulnerable young people in the Eastern Cape of South Africa. Catch the Fire brings 
the underlying principles of the Creative Community Model to life and makes them accessible and engaging. Itrsquo;s 
a must read for anyone involved in youth development.---Priscilla Higham, Founder and Program Director, African 
Solutions to African Problems I've seen the positive, health enhancing effects of the Creative Community Model first-
hand through my daughter's participation in Power of Hope Camps: increased confidence, personal growth, and 
enthusiasm for life. Catch the Fire is now making this approach widely available for anyone who wants to have a 
positive impact on the lives of young people. I highly recommend it.---Andrew Weil, MD, leader and pioneer in the 
field of integrative medicine, author of numerous books including Spontaneous HealingSome people think education 
is about filling buckets. Peggy Taylor and Charlie Murphy know it's more about lighting fires. Catch the Fire is an 
unmatched tinderbox for kindling fires of creativity. Proceed without caution. Don't keep away from children.---Eric 
Utne, founder, Utne ReaderCatch the Fire shows you how to tap into the deeper streams of meaning in your work with 
youth and adults in a way that is joyful and transforming for you as well as those you work with. The Creative 
Community approach that Charlie, Peggy and their team have honed over the years is both practical and soulful. I 
believe in these people and this work, and I wholeheartedly endorse this powerful guide to awakening hidden 
wholeness across the generations. ---Parker J. Palmer, educator, activist and author of Let Your Life Speak, The 
Courage to Teach, and Healing the Heart of DemocracyIn Catch the Fire, Taylor and Murphy make the powerful 



argument that not only are the arts an important part of human development, they are essential to being alive. This 
practical handbook helps us find our way back to ourselveshellip;and each other. And through sharing their 
experiences of creating spaces that change the world, teach us how to do the same in our own work and lives. A gem 
of a book.---Priya Parker, MBA, Innovation Consultant, Founder, Thrive LabsEvery young person deserves to 
discover the vision and creativity that is uniquely theirs. I know no better magicians that can show us how to do that 
than Peggy Taylor and Charlie Murphy. Catch the Fire is the essential guidebook for anyone who cares about young 
people. ---Joanna Macy, PhD, environmental activist, Buddhist Scholar, author, Active Hope: How to Face the Mess 
Wersquo;re in Without Going CrazyPeggy Taylor and Charlie Murphyrsquo;s unique approach to empowerment and 
leadership unlocks the creative potential within young people helping translate their gifts into real-world outcomes. I 
have directly witnessed the impact of their model on young people and have been thoroughly impressed. I also have 
personally experienced their approach when applied with adults. As an experienced intercultural leadership and 
diversity trainer, facilitator and consultant, I am thankful for the new and innovative approaches that Peggy and 
Charlie are introducing to the world through this important book.---Amer F. Ahmed, educator, intercultural diversity 
consultant, urban arts and social justice activist, poetIn Catch the Fire, Peggy Taylor and Charlie Murphy offer an 
inspirational and eminently practical arts-based guide for helping young people heal from trauma, tap into their 
creativity and aliveness, and move forward with new passion and purpose. By integrating the honoring spirit and 
practical tools in this true gem of a resource, organizations that serve adolescents will be given the means to turn up 
the heat -- providing a dynamic program that results in more compassionate, hopeful, and engaged young people and 
staff. ---Robin Casarjian, Executive Director, Lionheart Foundation sponsor of The National Emotional Literacy 
Project for Youth at Risk, co-author of Power Source: Taking Charge of Your LifeCatch the Fire is filled with 
thrilling, enlivening and deeply transformative stories that speak to the power of practices and ideas that fuel capacities 
for powerful social change through inter-generational connection. It illumines the essence what we human beings can 
create when we experience ourselves as part of communities that are nurturing, curious, strong, ingenious and filled 
with the power of love in action. Thank you Peggy and Charlie for providing a map into new territories ndash; both the 
inner and outer landscapes of a bolder and more beautiful tomorrow.---Shakti Butler, PhD, social justice scholar, 
filmmaker, and speaker; Founder, World Trust Educational Services, Inc.In my thirty years as a teacher and school 
administrator in Canada and Asia, this is the most exciting and successful model for working with young people I have 
encountered. I have seen it work itrsquo;s magic in such diverse settings as a camp for youth on a farm in rural 
Canada, a gathering of young people affected by HIV/AIDS in Uganda, a weekend program for teenage urban women, 
and a class of seventh graders in an International School in Vietnam. While built around the arts, the creative 
community model is about connecting young people to one another, awakening them to the power within themselves 
and helping them see the potential they have to positively impact the world around them. Catch the Fireis a must have 
book for anyone who works with youth. ---Donna Bracewell, former principal of Linnaea School in British Columbia, 
Canada; teacher at the United Nations International School of Hanoi, VietnamCharlie and Peggyrsquo;s approach is 
empowering not just for middle class youth and adults in North America but is transformational for youth who live in 
poverty in different parts of the world in a wide range of religious and cultural contexts. It is magical to see divides 
dissolve as youth experience their shared humanity and acceptance in mixed income groups. In Catch the Fire they 
now generously make available the tools they use to create unbounded joy and possibility where ever they work.---
Deepa Narayan, PhD, international poverty, gender, and development advisor, author of forthcoming book, Stirring 
India's Soul.Charlie Murphy and Peggy Taylor honor young peoples' yearnings to build a more just and peaceful world 
by proclaiming: ldquo;We donrsquo;t have to just consume the culture we have. We can co-create the culture we 
need.rdquo; By bringing the expressive freedoms of rock roll to the passionate desires of soul role, they show how 
social arts and inner work empower cultural creativity in young leadersand in everyone willing to Catch the Fire. ---
Rick and Marcy Jackson, Co-Founders, the Center for Courage RenewalCatch the Fire is an extraordinarily important 
book. Peggy Taylor and Charlie Murphy have crafted an arts-based method for creating transformative community for 
young people. The method works equally well for people of every age. I have witnessed their work and it is amazing. 
Catch the Fire shows you how you can adopt the method to your group work. ---Michael Lerner, PhD, President, 
Commonweal, a health and environmental research center in Bolinas, CaliforniaPeggy and Charlie's programs work 
brilliantly. I have experienced them myself and seen amazing positive transformations in my sons and other young 
people. These two remarkable leaders have gone further by making their skills transferable, very effectively training 
others to lead empowering programs. Catch the Fire takes the process yet further, making their insights and experience 
widely accessible. It is engaging, clear, practical and inspiring. A treasure trove.---Rupert Sheldrake, PhD, biologist 
and author of A New Science of Life and Science Set FreePeggy Taylor and Charlie Murphy have created a 
methodology for unleashing the human spirit that is sheer magic. They are igniting cultural evolution in a way that is 
teachable and scalable. This book shares their secrets in accessible, generous and effective language and style. The 
creativity and unleashing of the human spirit they empower, will be one of the emotional revolutions of these times. 
Every teacher, ceo, counselor, politician, medical professional, and wealth manager needs to read this book.---Joel 
Solomon, leader in socially responsible business, President, Renewal PartnersEverywhere we turn, we find that people 



are ready to create the future they are dreaming of by rebuilding communities. Catch the Fire offers practical and 
inspirational tools for teachers, community leaders and ordinary folks to empower communities to come together and 
engage in fun, creative activities that will build the foundation for greater personal self esteem and dynamic, vital 
human connections and community engagement.---Edgard Gouveia Juacute;nior, architect and urbanist, co-creator of 
the Oasis Game, and Fellow of the Ashoka FoundationFilled with moving examples of how the arts can change the 
world, Catch the Fire tells the inspiring story of one of today's most innovative and successful examples of social 
artistry: Partners for Youth Empowerment. Taylor and Murphy's excellent book is also a practical guide in how to use 
the arts for empowerment and community building, complete with innovative and easy-to-use tools and exercises so 
that you too can help your groups Catch the Fire.---Robert Gass, EdD, Co-Founder Rockwood Leadership 
InstitutePeggy Taylor and Charlie Murphy teamed up 18 years ago, blending their talents and experience to help youth 
find confidence, leadership, and motivation through arts-based learning. Their approach is magical in its ability to 
access youth, who universally claim they receive hope, strength, new skills, and love at programs based on these 
methods.Catch the Fire is a generous book full of wisdom, fun activities and practical tools to assist anyone wanting to 
use arts-based teaching with both youth and adults. It makes a real contribution in how to help youth grow into happy 
and successful people. And itrsquo;s all generously laid out for you to work with and make your own.---Torkin 
Wakefield, Co-Founder, Bead for Life poverty eradication program 


